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mouth of the Abu Arzila estuary. Afar off to the south-
east appeared the isolated ridges of Mushaikhila and a long
series of tent-like cones between them and the mainland. We
still had far to go, and the sun was rapidly sinking before
us when we reached the sand-ridges which have practically
obliterated the bed of this estuary. We had to resume an
ordinary walking pace over the gentle switchback, and dark-
ness found us still groping forward without any very clear
idea of the position of our camp and with nothing in our
saddle-bags to break our day's fast withal. At length we
sighted our camp-fire afar off and it was 7 p.m. when we
reached the tents to find dinner awaiting us. We had been
travelling on and off for eleven hours, but I felt no weariness
and spent part of the night initiating Sa'dan into the mys-
teries of taxidermy on the body of the Stone Curlew we had
brought from Salwa.
With our travelling routine now well developed I was
beginning to find the time at my disposal too short for the
multifarious interests with which, at least in theory, I had
saddled myself at starting. I had to do everything myself
and found in consequence that everything was falling sadly
into arrears. Even my journal was not up to date and I was
aware from previous experience that arrears of work accumu-
lated beyond a certain point can never be overtaken. This
applied rather pungently to the collection of birds and
mammals which had either to be skinned when fresh or
thrown away before they became too unpleasant. So far we
had met with little to shoot except a few birds, but most of
these had had to be thrown away and I had regretfully
arrived at the conclusion that, to make time for other things,
I must jettison the activities connected with the collection of
anything that required skinning. Before doing so, however,
I decided, as a forlorn hope, to teach Sa'dan the very little I
knew about the art of skinning. So we struggled that night
with the Curlew, the blind leading the blind, and after a day
or two of similar joint efforts it was he who took on the whole
responsibility for preparing the specimens collected during
our wanderings. In the end I brought home some seventy
or eighty birds and mammals from the Rub* al Khali, and it

